
Happy New Year! 
We hope that you all enjoyed the 
Christmas break.  The children have 
all settled well into the Spring term. 

 

Phonics 
We have started the Jolly Phonics 
programme with our older children.  
This teaches children the key skills 
for reading and writing.  You can find 
out more about Jolly Phonics by  
visiting http://jollylearning.co.uk/.  
We will be learning the following  
letter sounds this half term: 

Week commencing: 

15th Jan - s 

22nd Jan - a 

29th Jan - t 

5th Feb - i 

12th Feb - p 

There are many ways you can help to 
support your child with phonics at 
home: 

 Read a variety of books to your 
child and help them to look for 
words beginning with the letters 
we are learning. 

 Help your child to look for and 
point out letters when you are out 
and about - letters are all around 
us - on road signs, posters,  
clothing, food packaging etc.   

 Please help yourself to worksheets 
to support the phonics programme 
- these can be found in our  
entrance way.   

 

In addition to Jolly Phonics, we will be 
continuing our Kids Talk groups to 
support speech and language skills. 

 

Maths focus 
We will be starting this half term 
with a focus on maths skills.  Please 
continue to support your child with 
maths skills at home.  You can help 
them in the following ways: 

 Counting - for example, counting 
steps as you walk up/down them, 
counting how many red cars you 
see on a journey, or counting how 
many bricks can you build in a  
tower. 
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Dates for your diary cont. 

 Friday 16th February: 

Chinese New Year 
Our Friday children will be  
celebrating Chinese New Year.   
Parents are invited to come and join the 
celebration at 12:05pm.  Chinese fancy 
dress is optional. 

 Friday 16th February: 

Pre-School finishes for half term 

 Monday 26th February: 

Pre-School re-opens 

 Thursday 1st March: 

World Book Day 

Thursday children are invited to come 
dressed as a book character (optional). 

 Friday 9th March:  

Mums & Grandmas stay and play 

We will be celebrating Mother’s Day by 
inviting Mums & Grandmas to stay and 
play with us!  (Friday children only). 

 Monday 12th March: 

Parents Evening 6-8pm 

You will be invited to a 10 minute time 
slot with your child’s keyworker. 

 Thursday 29th March: 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Thursday children are invited to make 
an Easter bonnet at home and bring it 
for the parade.  Parents are invited to 
attend at 12:05pm/3:05pm to see the 
parade. 

 Thursday 29th March: 

Pre-School finishes for Easter 

 Monday 16th April: 

Pre-School re-opens 

Advance notice 

 Thursday 3rd May: 

Pre-School closed for INSET day 

 Monday 4th June: 

Pre-School closed for INSET day  
following summer half term 

   Monday 18th June: 
Dads and Grandads stay and play 
Monday children will be invited to bring 
Dads and Grandads to stay and play!  
We will be having a pirate theme.   
Children (and Dads/Grandads) are  
welcome to come in pirates fancy dress. 

 Helping you child to look for and 
identify numbers in the  
environment - e.g. on house  
numbers, car number plates, road 
signs, lift buttons etc. 

 Comparing groups of items - which 
group has more/less/the same.  
This can be extended with early 
addition e.g. if there are 2 blue 
cars and 3 red cars, how many cars 
are there altogether. 

 

Library Box Reminder 
Our Library Box contains a range of 
games, books and other activities for 
you to enjoy at home with your child.  
Please help your child to choose an 
item to borrow and sign it out in the 
book provided.  The box also contains 
phonics and maths sheets for the  
older children.  Please help yourselves. 

 

First Aid Training 
The staff have been busy updating 
their First Aid skills at a recent  
Paediatric First Aid Training course.  
This is a 12 hour course which staff 
attend every 3 years to ensure that 
we have the skills to respond to any 
accidents or medical emergencies. 

 

News from the committee 
Thank you to everybody who  
supported our fundraising activities 
last term.  Our November disco raised 
£80, our raffle and stall at Whirley 
Christmas fair raised £186 and  
Christmas card sales raised £47 for 
Pre-School funds.  We are busy  
organising the February disco and are  
planning for our Easter fair (date to 
be confirmed). The committee are 
also looking into whether we can  
install a canopy in our outdoor play 
area to enable outdoor play in all 
weather conditions.     

 

Dates for your diary 

 Friday 9th February: 

Pre-School Disco 4:30—5:30pm 

Entry £1 per child.  All children must 
be accompanied by an adult.  Siblings  
and friends are welcome. 

 

 


